Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill becomes law
The new act supports key aspects of the Department for Education's Families First Partnership (FFP) programme,  designed to improve family support, keep more children with their families or in kinship care and ensure those at risk of significant harm are better protected. 

Of relevance to Residential Child Care it includes the creation of multi-agency child protection teams, new Deprivation of Liberty  rules, and powers to cap the profits of placement providers if it deems this necessary.

Relevant to Residential Child Care 

New deprivation of liberty placement type
The act creates a new type of placement under which a child can be deprived of their liberty, in addition to secure children's homes, bringing more deprivation of liberty cases under a statutory framework.
The legislation empowers the government to issue regulations describing the type of accommodation that should be used, the maximum period a child may be kept in such placements, with or without court authority, and the cohort of children who may be placed in them.
Strengthening sibling contact arrangements
Another change made during the passage of the bill was a strengthening of arrangements for children in care to see their siblings.
Councils will be required, under section 34 of the Children Act 1989, to allow children in their care reasonable contact with their siblings, half-siblings or step-siblings.

The duty applies unless disapplied by a court order or if the council is satisfied that refusing contact is necessary to safeguard or promote the child's welfare and the refusal is decided upon as a matter of urgency and is for no more than seven days.
Tackling unregistered placements
To tackle the issue, the act gives Ofsted new powers to significantly fine breaches of the Care Standards Act 2000, including through the running of unregistered children's homes, to provide a quicker alternative to prosecution.
Creating regional care co-operatives
The act gives the government powers to direct two or more local authorities to co-operate in carrying out their functions in relation to accommodating looked-after children, by setting up regional care co-operatives (RCCs).

These would take responsibility from constituent authorities for commissioning care placements. They are designed to enable the control of prices and better direct the supply of provision aimed preventing distant placements,  multiple placements, or being placed in unsuitable settings. Government has not set a timeframe.
Financial oversight of hardest-to-replace providers
The act also introduces a financial oversight regime, operated by the DfE, for children's social care providers who would be difficult to replace were their businesses to fail.
It gives the government the power to require providers made subject to the regime to submit a “recovery and resolution plan”, setting out risks to their financial sustainability and actions they propose to take in response to these.
The government may also arrange an independent business review of a provider where there is significant financial risk to its sustainability, and is required to warn councils if there is a real possibility of relevant services failing.
The regime resembles one for providers of adult social care operated by the Care Quality Commission.
Power to set profit cap
Through this measure, the creation of RCCs and other actions to boost the supply of placements, the DfE intends to bear down on "profiteering" by providers. It will first gauge the impact of the financial oversight regime.
Improving support to care leavers
The act strengthens support for care leavers, by requiring councils to consider whether those aged up to 25 should receive "staying close" support and, where their welfare requires it, to offer that to them.
This involves providing advice, information or representation to help care leavers find and keep suitable accommodation and to access services relating to health and wellbeing, relationships, education and training, employment and participating in society.
The act also requires councils to publish their arrangements for supporting care leavers in their transition to adulthood and independent living.

Other matters. 

Family group decision making meetings
These will be offered to parents local authorities are considering making an application for a care or supervision order in respect of the child. If the offer is accepted, the council must hold an FGDM meeting to consider achild's welfare,  though neither the duty to offer nor the duty to hold a meeting applies when the council deems this would not be in the child's best interests.

Multi agency child protection teams
The act also requires safeguarding partners - local authorities, NHS integrated care boards (ICBs) and police forces - to establish at least one multi-agency child protection team in each council area.
These must comprise a health professional - nominated by the ICB - a police officer - nominated by the constabulary - a person with education experience and a social worker, both of whom must be nominated by the council.

The MACPT's role is to support the local authority to discharge its duties, under section 47 of the Children Act 1989, to investigate suspected significant harm to children and determine what action must be taken to safeguard or promote the child's welfare.

Their roles encompass leading section 47 enquiries, chairing strategy meetings and child protection conferences, overseeing the development, review and closure of child protection plans and deciding whether to move to pre-proceedings. There will be a social work role, lead child protection. 
Other child protection measures in the act include requiring bodies including councils, ICBs, police forces, probation services and youth justice teams to disclose safeguarding information to one another to safeguard or promote the welfare of children, unless disclosure would be detrimental to the child.
The act enables the government to make regulations creating a consistent identifier for each child, which designated persons would have to use when processing information about them.

